
 

 

Summer Vacation Studentship 2016 
 
The King’s Health Partners faculty of healthcare improvement is pleased to launch the 
2016 summer studentships.  They will support students up to £250 per week for up to 
four weeks. 
 
This opportunity provides invaluable experience of working with patient safety quality 
improvement projects and should be of interest to any student who wishes to develop their 
health profession career in areas related to patient safety and quality improvement within the 
university and NHS sectors. 
 
Interested students are encouraged to regularly visit the King’s Health Partners website to 
view available projects.   
 
Please fill in the fields below and send the form to educationacademy@kcl.ac.uk  
Students will be able to see the project entry on the King’s Health Partners website 
(www.kingshealthpartners.org). 
 
Students will be allocated to projects on a first come first served basis. 
 
Thank you for supporting the King’s Health Partners faculty of healthcare 
improvement summer vacation studentships. 
 

Title Are we missing drug side-effects? 

Background The move to Community Treatment Orders means that 
increasing numbers of people are, effectively, forced to take 
anti-psychotic medication. Although effective, such 
medications can have troublesome side effects. Research has 
suggested that these side effects are often missed in routine 
clinical practice. And yet there is no system for mandatory 
assessment of such side effects in our practice. 

Aims of the project To establish a workable protocol for community clinical teams 
to formally assess such side effects. 

Objectives  
(e.g. Assess prevalence of 
smoking in medical school 
and submit for publication 
based on success of 
project) 

 Review of literature to identify suitable scales 

 The identification of a set of assessment scales to pilot 
in clinical practice. 

 The evaluation of such a set of scales in terms of both 
user and practitioner acceptability.  

Skills to be acquired  
(e.g. Data analysis, ELISA, 
PCR, Literature review, 
etc.) 

 Knowledge of antipsychotic side-effects 

 Critical appraisal of evidence 

 Working with a clinical team 

 Working with service users 

Project Type 
(Please mark with “X”) 

Audit (  ) Lab based (  ) Review (  ) Other ( X ) 

Start Date and expected 
duration of the project 

1st August for 4 weeks 

Project Description and 
Supervisor Contact 

This project can be done by one student. 
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Details They will be given a reading list of material regarding side 
effects and their assessment but will also be expected to 
undertake an on-line search. 
 
The consultant and ST4 doctor will pilot the use of any 
instruments identified as suitable with patients with the 
student. 
 
The student will sit in clinical meetings with team members to 
arrive at a view as to the useability of specific instruments in 
routine clinical meetings. 
 
The student will present their findings to the clinical team at 
the end of the placement. 
 
 

 
 

 
 


