
 

 

Summer Vacation Studentship 2016 
 
The King’s Health Partners faculty of healthcare improvement is pleased to launch the 
2016 summer studentships.  They will support students up to £250 per week for up to 
four weeks. 
 
This opportunity provides invaluable experience of working with patient safety quality 
improvement projects and should be of interest to any student who wishes to develop their 
health profession career in areas related to patient safety and quality improvement within the 
university and NHS sectors. 
 
Interested students are encouraged to regularly visit the King’s Health Partners website to 
view available projects.   
 
Please fill in the fields below and send the form to educationacademy@kcl.ac.uk  
Students will be able to see the project entry on the King’s Health Partners website 
(www.kingshealthpartners.org). 
 
Students will be allocated to projects on a first come first served basis. 
 
Thank you for supporting the King’s Health Partners faculty of healthcare 
improvement summer vacation studentships. 
 

Title Handover Improvement Project 

Background Surveys and observations at GSTT in 2013-2014 revealed 
some weaknesses and widely varying practice in handover 
systems. Survey scores were low in human factors of 
meetings such as knowing who is handing over and being 
able to ask questions. Training has been implemented since 
then in the human factors of handover and an ‘SBAR’ 
electronic handover system has been set up in combination 
with formal handover meetings at both Guy’s and St Thomas’ 
hospital sites.  
 
Research supports the potential for improvements in handover 
to make a positive impact. For example Stamer et al. (2014, N 
Engl J Med) has demonstrated a 23% (24.5 down to 18.8%) 
relative reduction in overall medical error, 30% relative 
reduction in preventable adverse events (4.7 to 3.3), 21% 
relative reduction in near misses (19.7 to 15.5). 

Aims of the project The aim of the project is to determine handover systems 
currently in place and to assess their efficacy. 

Objectives  
(e.g. Assess prevalence of 
smoking in medical school 
and submit for publication 
based on success of 
project) 

To observe handover in both settings (day and night). These 
occur at 7.30/8am and 8.30-9pm including weekends so the 
project would require some flexibility however the student 
would not be expected to attend every handover but a 
selection e.g. over a two week period. To measure usage of 
SOP (e.g. in the first week prior to implementation of a QIP) 
and then to bring the SOP to meetings and re-audit usage. 
 
To determine via a questionnaire the impact of this handover 
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process on staff across a multi-disciplinary team and 
determine barriers to effective handover. 
 
If the dates allow (the end of July/start of August), to be 
involved in the training of new doctors in effective handover.  
 
To submit for publication a paper on this project. In addition to 
submit an abstract for presentation at DMEC in November 
2017. 

Skills to be acquired  
(e.g. Data analysis, ELISA, 
PCR, Literature review, 
etc.) 

Literature review 
Survey monkey administration of a survey and analysis of 
data 
Writing up of results 

Project Type 
(Please mark with “X”) 

Audit ( x ) 
(and QIP) 

Lab based (  ) Review (  ) Other (  ) 

Start Date and expected 
duration of the project 

If 4 week project ideal timing would be from 11th July to 11th 
August or 18th July to 18th August  

Project Description and 
Supervisor Contact 
Details 

As above 
 

 
 
 

 


