
 

Summer Vacation Studentship 2016 
 
The King’s Health Partners faculty of healthcare improvement is pleased to launch the 
2016 summer studentships.  They will support students up to £250 per week for up to 
four weeks. 
 
This opportunity provides invaluable experience of working with patient safety quality 
improvement projects and should be of interest to any student who wishes to develop their 
health profession career in areas related to patient safety and quality improvement within the 
university and NHS sectors. 
 
Interested students are encouraged to regularly visit the King’s Health Partners website to 
view available projects.   
 
Please fill in the fields below and send the form to educationacademy@kcl.ac.uk  
Students will be able to see the project entry on the King’s Health Partners website 
(www.kingshealthpartners.org). 
 
Students will be allocated to projects on a first come first served basis. 
 
Thank you for supporting the King’s Health Partners faculty of healthcare 
improvement summer vacation studentships. 
 

Title Improving care for children with complex needs: developing a 
an Expert Hub model for children with Di George syndrome 

Background Children with 22q11.2 deletion syndrome (DiGeorge 
Syndrome) have complex health needs and may be under the 
care of up to 20 different health professionals.  The result is a 
large number of hospital appointments, many at regional 
centres far from home.  This leads to fractured communication 
between teams and can mean that children and young people 
may not receive the right care.  With an incidence of 1 in 1000 
live births there is a significant population affected by this 
condition and a need to improve their care. 
At Evelina we are trying to develop a multidisciplinary team 
approach for this population, based around virtual clinics and 
parent held health records.  In order to do this we need to start 
with a scoping exercise, to track and identify the patient 
population and then to explore their experience to allow us to 
develop a service that suits their needs. 

Aims of the project To develop a comprehensive database of children with Di 
George syndrome 
To ensure patient experience is embedded in the 
development of a new service approach to children with Di 
George 

Objectives  
(e.g. Assess prevalence of 
smoking in medical school 
and submit for publication 
based on success of 
project) 

1. To scope the extent of the problem by bringing 
together existing databases of children with this 
condition 

2. To update details and contact families to ensure 
information is correct 

3. To have structured interviews with families to 
understand the journeys involved in their care 

4. To use this information to work with the MDT and plan 

mailto:educationacademy@kcl.ac.uk
http://www.kingshealthpartners.org/


a virtual clinic approach to reduce unnecessary 
attendances and improve experience 

5. To write a report based on this work to advise service 
redesign and also to advise clinics for other complex 
needs (eg Trisomy 21) 

Skills to be acquired  
(e.g. Data analysis, ELISA, 
PCR, Literature review, 
etc.) 

Quality improvement skills 
Mapping patient journeys 
Developing patient database and related information 
governance 
Patient engagement and involvement 

Project Type 
(Please mark with “X”) 

Audit (x) 
Quality 
improveme
nt 

Lab based (  ) Review (  ) Other (x) 
Patient 
journey 

Start Date and expected 
duration of the project 

July 2016 4 weeks 

Project Description and 
Supervisor Contact 
Details 

Dr Alice Roueché, Paediatric Consultant, Evelina London  
Dr Esse Menson, Paediatric Consultant, Evelina London  

 
 
 

 


