
Page 1

Academic Health Sciences Centres: a revolution in healthcare?
6th March 2009

Fostering Translational Research

Alex Markham 



Page 2

Fostering Translational Research

Introduction

ǒThe Challenge

ǒUK Clinical Research Collaboration, Clinical Research Networks and 
NIHR Biomedical Research Centres

Examples of significant recent activities in the UK

ǒMRC, NIHR and the OSCHR Translational Medicine Board

ǒTranslational Research in Cancer

What can AHSCs learn and how can they add most value?
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The Challenge: too expensive, less innovative, some specific UK problems and advantages
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First Opportunity for Academic Health Sciences Centres

ǒMake Model Agreements for both Commercial and Non-Commercial Research in the 
NHS REALLY work across the entire AHSCs Network

ǒIf you can do this, other Centres would have to follow suité..or effectively be 
completely excluded from UK clinical trials participation

ǒIt is therefore essential that AHSCs work effectively TOGETHER or this will be a lost 
opportunity. Academic competition cannot be allowed to undermine this.

ǒCollaboration with UKCRN, NIHR IT System and the Research Ethics Committees

ǒJoint working has to be the theme for AHSCs
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Since the Cooksey Report in December 2006éé
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ÅPlease donôt shoot the messenger

ÅTranslational Research has started from a very low baseline in some areas

ÅSupport will be needed to sustain the case in the 2011 Comprehensive 
Spending Review

ÅPlease make your concerns known to OSCHR/MRC/NIHR before complaining 
in the public domain

ÅWe realise it isnôt perfect at this stage

ÅAHSCs will need to work with their ñsurrogatesò to maintain (and increase) 
current funding
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Fostering Translational Research: the OSCHR Process

Strategic Initiatives: Patient Cohorts, Biomarkers, Disease Models, University 
Translational Pump Priming, Translational Stem Cell Research

Developmental Pathway Funding Scheme : Increasing role for MRCT and 
MRCT Development Lab

Early Clinical Studies

Evaluation and Trials: Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation, Health Technology 
Assessment, Global Trials

Methodology: Clinical Trials Unit Infrastructure, Methodology Research Programme, 
MRC Methodology Hubs

Public Health and E-Health Records Research
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