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Chronic Graft vs Host Disease

· Donor lymphocytes recognise host 

(patient) as foreign and attack

· A degree of GvHD is desirable as donor 

lymphocytes also òfight offó the disease 

· Primarily manifests in lungs/liver/gut 

and skin to varying degrees

· Other organs affected include 

musculoskeletal system and mucous 

membranes e.g. eyes, mouth, sinuses

· Severity ranges from minor aches and 

pains, dry skin and dry eyes to life 

threatening chest and liver problems 

· Treated with immunosuppression e.g. 

steroids, ECP


