
Future challenges 

in transplantation

Dr ZiYi Lim

Clinical Lecturer

Anne Crook

Counsellor for Haemato-oncology



Dr. Don Thomas, standing, started his marrow-transplantation research as chief of 

medicine at Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital in Cooperstown, N.Y., before moving to 

Seattle in 1963. Thomas and Dr. Otto Sahler are pictured here with an early 

radiation machine. Hutchinson Center Archives



What price a pet's life? $45,000 to treat Comet

-Seattle Times 2005 









Aims of HSCT

ÅEradication of primary disease

ÅComplete recovery of health status

ÅNormal physical and psychological 

functioning

ÅGood subjective well-being



HSCT ïConsiderations

ÅDealing with initial diagnosis ï

(malignant or non-malignant)

ÅPre-HSCT 

ïDecision to proceed

ïPatient fitness

ïDonor availability

ÅHSCT

ïEffects of Chemotherapy

ïEffects of Isolation

ÅPost-HSCT

ïEarly complications

ïLong-term effects



Quality of Life (QoL) post-HSCT

Changes in QoL post-HSCT

ÅGap between patientsô expectations of health

ÅAnd patients experience of health status

Perception of QoL

ÅVaries between individuals with similar health status

ÅChanges over time for an individual person

Recipients with difference expectations may report 

different quality of life



Interrelationship between 

Expectations and Experiences

Post-transplant Infections

Chronic GvHD

Early Relapse





Fraser, C. J. et al. Blood 2006;108:2867-2873

Prevalence of HCT survivors with adverse health 
outcomes by cGVHD status


